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To the Right Worſhipful 
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High. Sheriff for the Coun ty of El ex. 
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AVING Complyd with 
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this Dis couxs E, I preſent it to 


Tou, as a Mark of that great K e- 
ſpec, wherewith I aw, = 


8 moſt rial 104 
Obedient Servant, 
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I ir written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak Boil 
4 of the Ruler of Foy . 
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8 Pals by the Critieiſms og GN both 
of the Fathers and Modern Commentators 
on the Occaſion of this Sentence, and con- 
ſider it as it offers it ſelf to us, that is, as 
an excellent Maxim to preſerve and ſecure the 
Digaity of Government. It has that Advantage, 
that it claims the Authority of both the Teſta» 
ments. It comes from Mos Es, who, Exod. 
Ii. 2 8. lays i 1 down as the Foundation of the 
Behavior Px the Jews; and is repeated and con- 
firm d here b PAUL, as a. Direction to all 


</ ep £8 +4 


Nations. of Which he was the Apoſtle. , 


Of all the Societies, which. by 3 
tion and. Diſcipline have pretended to better the 
Manners, or contribute 12 the good Order of 


Mankind, none has rais the Reverence and 


Veneration due to Authority to a higher Degree 
than our Holy Religion; and of all the Parts of 
Divice Body is made up, which is 


which that 
call the, Catholick Church, none has fo readily 


5 71 ſo ſtrenuouſſy aſſerted, and ſo frequent- 
1y practis d it as the 75 of E wo. ew! has done. 


In Conformity to whoſe Senſe, I thought no- 


thing more agreeable to the Solemnity 7 this 
442 | Time, | 
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Time, when the Honourable the Judges come in 


 Hee—dajoliz-Name-t0-deliver--the- 
it at their 


Mouth, than to enforce this to you, and ſay, 


2 gg 1 not ſpeak; Evil of If. Ruler of thy Peo- 
a al W (hall aim at chef Thue 


Things; N 100 15 NN W e 54 NY 0 - 


1. To ſhew for 8 Reaſons , Gopernyeat. is 


robe Boi jolt of; bit rather bighh Reverpucy 
| 5 1. . 


20. MI! DR 12 5 
. Hon ig comes to paſs that this fegndalous 0 
# f flagrantly guilty af tb ene Phan, — 


III. Thi pea tf} fone aft it Mea 
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PETER, I Pet. l. 1 ino the King 
aud inge Gou Weg ab they that” art 
This pokes up the pole N 95 
the kodgraſg 1 or. kütt of ge 4 
Ein Be a Ging from "it. "And of 5 


wat av] keen * | 7 1 8 a of 
That's i the be mite We NEE 705 n! 
21 12 110 


Afr vid C7 2 382978 dom Sit! 
ws | Firſt, 
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ace "concernitig ” Motiarchy, 


and ſtaring with mine Force o on ns 
Children of Diſobedience! 


e viii. 15. oy. me Kings Reign; au 


al Chelims ford; March B. Iñ 5 
Firſt, Th Auſtitut inn. It is every way Sacred 
and Divine, whatſoevet difference. ther is in 


thoſe Sy ſtems which have: been lately eſpousd 
and 05 with ſo much Vehemency, athe net 


4 equal Strength of Reaſon; Inttan the 


Pattiarchal Scheme; 4 the:Mutual\ Contract: 
Them Abettors, and! indeed all Mankind : muft 
aum that vit is the Ordinance; Diſpoſition, and 


Eſtabliſhment of God himſelf. Ii n 


expreſs, andipoſitive-Declaration, Nun xiii r. Let 
every Soul: de Jubje@b,\6\\ the: Higher ' Panors” A 


een extending co 


thoſe Bleſſed: Times obſetye, the Goverament 
embraced the Church, yet it was not Subject 10 


it; but the «x66; the Government. | A 


Rule, whidhrif:it had been ſtrictiy kept; auld 


hawroein fucceeding Ages, 9 all- Papal 


Uſurpatiuns! Fer ibere is ο Pawer| buf. ef Gad. 
The Poivers that ure, are undained vf Cod. For 
it ig in the Name; and hy the Commiſſtot fram 
God, that Obedience: is requir d and to chern 
it is pay d, as to thoſe who Act in his Placa, 


and by whom he is repreſented to ub. A Text 


Cleater tha all aur hew Commentaries . it, 


The Wiſeſt of Men had Ken. ant: Hic i it Fig 


Pries decree: Juſtice : | By me Princes Rule, and 


Nollen, even the Judges of "the Earth: Magiſtracy 


. a ene (nvention) of Men. It does not 


ON M 


om f 2 1 Influence; compre» =» 
hending Hall: Mankind, a 

tht:Chawcts!de ſelf. For 8 St. Chryſaſlom, 

Sti Aan, Optiitus of Ain, and tlie Fathers of 


8 An 2 Sarwön; Priced. 
owe its Beginning to what the Athieiſt of old 


5 thought to be the Firſt Ground of the. Seruice and 


acknowledgment of God, FEANVHand PASSION. 
A den Tan am afraid too much carreſs d amonꝑſt 
tkoſe Brutes who Dignify2themſelves with the 
Name of Free 'Tbinkers Noll is the Work of 


of an infinite Wiſdom, or rather: that Wiſdom 


Which is frum aboue, and without which Man- 
Kind could not be. preſero di lo 3wamidtilds I 
And this will be made more Eeident, 
Secondly, From ir Deſga, which is to dirs 
our preſent and Future Happine 
ny are the Advantages 
Government; and are not attkinable any other 
way We fall take them in the Wordstof St. Fe- 
7 1 Pet. di. 14. which ſhew the Scriptufe to he 
not only the beſt Divinity; but alſo the beſt Reaſon 
and Policy. For the Puni wt of" Evil:Yoers, 


repreſents himſelf to us with Merey and Goodneſs 


in one Hand, and with Severity and Juftics.qn-the 
bother; As his Divine Sanctions are back'd with 5 


Promiſes and Threatnings q ſo Magiftraty appears 
Arm d withethe one, and Adorn d willy the other; 


receiving aſſiſtances from both: Puniſhing the Bad 


8 r 51 21 211 od, 7 w T5 


Men require no more 1 Order to obtain all the 


Happinefs which they are capable of, theti to ſe- 
cure to themſelves an eaſie and fafe Poſſeſſion of 
what they have. Not contented withi/the!' bare 
Neceſlities, they endeavour after the great conve+ 
nioncies of Life.” . Senfiþle that it is not good for 
them to be alone, they aſſume Companions af 
ny _ and leave Children behind them, "= 

* 


ſel Great and ma- 
which we receiye from 


aud for. tie Praiſe of ubem that do well AS Gd 


en wn, A of e _M2 Ht 
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at Chelmsford, March 8. 17 10. 9 
by a ſort of Natural Immortality repreſent 
them and perpetuate their Names to ſucceeding 


Generations. They know alſo that the uſe of 
Speech is given for Communication, that Conver- 


ſation improves their Faculties, and that they 
live in their Friends as much as in themſelves. 
They find by Experience, that Induſtry is the re- 


ſult of a Happy Nature, bringing its reward along 
with it, and Daily Increaſing their Stores. 


But then as they ſeek for reſt here, fo they af 
pire at it hereafter ; not ſo much taken with their 
preſent Condition, as not to be concern'd for what 


is to come. They know that there is a God above 


who has made them, who takes notice of all their 
Ways, and to. whom they muſt give an Account 


of themſelves: Him they deſire to ſerve in the beſt 
Method they can, directing the Powers of the 
Natural by the Precepts of the Reveal'd Religi- 


on; and aſſuring their Hearts before him by con- 


forming themſelves to what they know of his 
Holy Will; and this not only in a private but 


a publick Profeſſion of Obedience to all thoſe 
Rules of Decency which they conceive to be 
moſt for his Honour. | es A 


And this I dare aver to be the End of entring in- 
to Societies: For nothing but Society can procure 


this to any tolerable Degree. But as Men ſeek for 


Society, becauſe they are Rational Creatures; ſo 
there is one thing which Society ſeeks and endea- 
vours aſter, without which it is no more a Com- 
fort but rather a Plague, a Calamity, and a Judg- 


ment; and that is, to have all thoſe Bleſſings ſafe 


and ſecure. For if 1 am a Maſter of never fo 


fair an Eſtate, and of never fo good and well or- 


B derd 


der d a Family; if m oy numerous Flocks cover the 
Plains, and I am poſſeſt of Ten Thouſands Rivers 
of Oyl; What does all this contribute to my 


Happineſs, if it becomes the Prey of the Vio- 
lent, who has no other Right to it, than an un- 


confin'd Luſt, and a greater Force to Invade than 
I to Defend it ? | 


Again, if 1 find the Peace of my Conkietes fe 


that Eſtabliſhment which I am ſincerely, perſwad- 
ed is Conformable to that Revelation which God 
has made of himſelf; If 1 love to Worſhip at his 
Houſe in the Beauty of Holineſs, and fee my Glafs 
run with fo much the more fatisfaction, becauſe 
having been Pious towards God and Inoffenſive 
to my Neighbour, 1 hope for a Hap ier Change; : 


Pray what is all this to me, if Tam Dragoon'd ont 


of my Faith, Mobb d out of my Underſtanding, 
and can no more ſecure my Intereſt, in atjorher 
World than I can in this? 

© Government obviates 75 thoſe Miſeries with Pat 
niſhing the evil Doers. 
Sword in vain : They are a terror to Evil Works, 
ſays St. Paul; keeping them within the Bounds 


of the Law, and Fencing every where that Re. 


ligion and Property which make up the Bleſſings 
of our Lives. Society then is the Baſis of all our 
Civil and Sacred Rights; But Government is the 
| Bafis of Society; and Puniſhments inflicted on 
the Breakers of the Law are the Preſervers of 
Government. | 


Were there no more in it TIE . it is ſuf 


| ficierit to create in us awful Thoughts concerning 
it: For what is all this but a Beam of the Divini- 
ty of its Author: But this will be much raisd, 
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ef 


Magiſtrates bear not the 
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at Chelmsford, March 8. 1710. xx 
if we conſider, that it is alſo Inſtituted for. the 
Praiſe of them that do Well, as great an Encou- 


ragement to Virtue as it is a Diſcouragement 


to tie 

We owe to the mighty 1 of Govern- 
ment all the Improvements of all well manag d 
Induſtry. For theſe the Sailor weathers out the 


terribleſt Storms: :.. For theſe the Soldier out- 
braves Death in the. F ield. For theſe the Hug- 


bandman labours early and late. For theſe the 


Merchant ventures What he has to the Ends of 


the World in hopes of a plentiful Return. Theſe 

give Life to the Trades and Manufactures, and 
make that Plenty ordinary to us which our 
unbred Anceſtors could not look on, or think 


of without a deep amazement. 


Government advances Learning and raiſes up 
thoſe, Faculties amongſt us, in which no ſort of 


knowledge is left uncultivated. It fills the Digni- 
ties of the Church with Prelates who exhort and 


rebuke with all Authority; and to whom may be 
apply'd what a Primitive Biſhop ſaid of the Holy 
Men of his time: Habent in ſe Sauctorum Patrum 
Canoes & Apoſtolicas Sanctiones. They ſhew in 
their Conduct the Rules of the Holy 133 and 


: the Sanctions of the Apoſtles, It places on the 
Bench uncorrupt Judges, Perſons of wonderful 


Wiſdom and Integrity, who Fear God, Honour the 


Queen, defend our Liberty and Property, and are' 


Wa ready to give a check to thoſe who are given 
zo Chayge. It inclines the Nobility and Gentry 
to arduous Attempts, and begins or continues in 
HOW Famulics Succeſſions of Heroes. 


B 2 In 


12 An Aſſve Sermon Preach'd © 
In a word, all Arts and Sciences, all uſeful Pro- 
jets and Inventions, the ſurprizing Advancements 
of Theory, and Mechaniſm, the laying open the 
inmoſt receſſes of Nature; what ſhall we fay 
more: let us add in the Words of St. Paul, 
Phil. iv. 8. whatſoever things are Honeſt, wbatſo- 
ever things are Fuſt, whatſoever things are Pure, 
whatſoever things are Lovely, whatſoever things are 
of good Report, are the happy Effects of Govern- 
ment. I will conclude this particular, with that 


Ancient and Modern Obſervation, that wherever 
Government has been moſt Honour'd, there have 


always been the beſt Spirits, the beſt People, ' the 


moſt Plenty, and the moſt Diſtinguiſhing Per- 


formances. ; On ene OTE 
I hope from what has been ſaid that the Firſt 
part of this Diſcourſe is fully made out, that Go- 
vernment ought not to be Evil ſpoken of, but ra- 
ther treated with the utmoſt reverence. .T am 
afraid I ſhall be too too Succeſsful in the Proof of 
the next, which is, to ſhew how it comes to Paſs 


that notwithſlanding all this, this Scandalous Age is 


ſo much guilty of the contrary Practice. 


Of the many Reaſons which might be alledg d, 


I] take theſe Two to be the Principal; Firſt, 


Wrong and miſtaken Notions concerning the Nature 
f of the Obedience due 10 Government 8 Second ly. | 


Practices amongſt us which of courſe muſt deſtroy all 


Government... | 


| c : 
Firſt, Wrong and miſtaken Notions concerning the 
Nature of the Obedience due to Government. If we 


take notice of ſeveral Books which have diſturb'd 

the World under pretence of juſtifying the moſt 
juſtifiable thing in Nature, or elſe we are in 8 ſad 
+ | aſe ; 
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at Chelmsford, March 8. 1710. 13 
Caſe; I mean, the late Glorious Revolution; we 
ſhall find Obedience due to Magiſtrates confin'd 
within narrow Bounds, cramp'd, and in a manner 

left to the Will of the Subject. Particular Men are 
made Judges of what they call Publick Grievances, 
and under Pretence of aſſerting their own Rights, 


are warranted to reſiſt and oppoſe the Prince. That 


excellent Character of a Governor given by the 


5 Apoſtle, Nom. xiii. T. He is the Miniſter of God to 


thee for good, is not, as it was defign'd, repre- 
ſented as a Motive of Reverence and Love to 


Government; but is turn'd to the drawing of 
an invidious Conſequence, that if the Magiſtrate 
does no good, he is no more the Miniſter of God, 


and has no more Title to the Obedience due to 


him. Submiſſion then, for Conſcience ſake, is ſu- 


perſeded, and nothing but Wrath remains, which 


vhenever it can be maſter d by a ſuperior Force, 


there is an end of all Authority. 
I know that theſe Inferences have been deny d; 
the Opinion has been lickd over and over, and 
ſoften d to a great degree; the Force and Evi- 
dence of contrary Reaſons having ſhrunk it down 
to ſome particular Caſes. Neither can it be dif- 


own'd, but that the Argument of that Side has 
been manag'd with wonderful Modeſty, and 


abundance of good Manners. But I know alſo 


that the faireſt Explications, are weak Cordials 


againſt the Venom of that Doctrine. When the 
unwary and unlearned Readers, and theſe are 


the moſt numerous, are once poſſeſs d with theſe 


Notions, they look on all Government as pre- 
carious; and there cannot be a greater Danger 
to Governors, than to be thought inveſted with 
| 0 a Power, 


4 Aﬀe ize Sermon aas, 4 


a a which at one Time or other may be 
trampl d on, or at leaſt calld in queſtion, I 
cannot but * with the Prophet, Plat, xci. 6 


| That it is 1a Peſtilence that walks in Darkneſs. Is 


ſhoxt, to make Authority precarious, how finely 
ſoever the Pill may, be guilt, is abſolutely to de- 
roy it. 

But of the other * we meet with 2 Boa- 
NERGERS, a Son of Thunder, who with a 
Croud of young Divines, Men of more Warmth 


than Thoughts; for where-ever the Plot of this 


unhappy Diſpute has been laid, the Scene is 
open'd amongſt us, and under Pretence of Zeal 
for the Church, we are become the Miniſters, of 
other Mens Deſigns, or Follies; | theſe, I fay, 

run, to the other Extreme, and will admit bo 
NO Obedience but what is unlimited, as if no 
Government deſervd that Name, but what 
is Arbitrary and . e Ya . Doctrine 


which anſuers no one End of Religion, what- 
ever elſe is intended by it! A Power which no 


Good Prince will aſſume, and no Bad One is 
to be truſted with] Rare and Excellent Reaſoners ! 
Who, when the Almighty has made us no more 
027 Subjects, with one daſh of their Pen, take 
care to make us all Slaves! 

This may be receiv'd with Applauſe amongſt 


the French or the Turks, but cannot be heard or 


thought of by Exg/i/bmex without Horror, not only 


for their, ſake, but alſo for that of the Prince, 


All that can be pleaded for the Opinion is that 
as ſome Parts of Religion meeting with the 
weak and dangerous Texture of hot Brains, have 
Ga into Enthuſiaſm; Loyalty and Obe - 


dience, 
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dience, which are certainly Chriſtian' and Catho- 


lick Doctrines, have done ſo too. The meaning 


may be, and 1 hope, is good; but the unforeſeen 
Conſequences are terrible. I will not give a fad 
Catalogue of them, nor draw a Tragical Picture 
of Reſigion, Laws, Property, Eſtates, Wives, 


Children bleeding at the Feet, and proſtituted to 


the Luſt of an unruly Power; but content my 
felf to fay, That this Doctrine deſtroys at once 


all that is Dear and Valuable to Mankind; that 


it affronts Providence, and makes the God of 
Peace and Order, the Author of Confuſion and 
Ruin. I muſt call it in the Words of the Pro- 
phet, Pſal. xci. 6. The Deſtruction that waſhes at 
Noon-day. 

But that which is to be admir'd, and has not 


yet been taken Notice of, is, that theſe two Opi- 
nions, tho appearing ſo contrary to one another, 
came from the fame Forge, are hammer'd on the 


fame Anvil,” have a great Friendſhip with, and 


wonderfully Help one another; they ſucceed one 
another in their reſpective Turns. For what 


is that which gives Riſe to an Arbitrary Domi- 
nion, and inforces the Neceſſity of an unlimited 
Obedience, but that which is Precarious? No 
Prince being ſo unwiſe, as not to rid himſelf of 
a Subjection, which at one Time or other muſt 


tuin him. And what is that again, which pro- 


duces this precarious: Obedience, but that which 
is unlimited, no People in the World being fo 


Tame, but that for all our Preaching, they will 
at one Time or other ſhake off that Arbitrary | 


Yoke, which neither themſelves nor Lein Faves 
fathers wers ever able to bear. © Cone 
But 
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But if there was nothing Myſterious at the 
bottom of this Diſpute, , give me leave to ask, 


What have we to do with it? Does not our 
Happy Conſtitution exclude both the one and 
the other of theſe Opinions. Loot to the Rocit 
whence you are hewen, and to the Hole of the Pit 
whence you are digg d, Iſa. li. 1. Take a View of 


that Form of Monarchy which makes this fine 


Iſland the Glory and Envy of other Nations. Is 
it not becauſe it is a perfect Stranger both to a 


precarious and unlimited Obedience? The Wiſdom 
of former and latter Times having found out that 
Temper, whereby the Prince is as great as he 


can with himſelf, L and the. Subject as ſafe as he 
can be. 1 „ 00 


Thus much for Opinions. But as for Practices 
amongſt us, deſtructive of Government, what 
can be more fatal to it than our own Diviſions: 
Diſcord reigns and ranges every where; that 


Monſter, from ſome paſſionate Perſons, and pri- 


vate Families, has diſpers d it ſelf, and invaded 
all Ranks and Degrees of Men amongſt us; we 


lameht its finding an Entrance into the Nobility 
and Gentry, thoſe Stars of a firſt Magnitude, 


who have ſo much Influence on the leſſer Lights, 
and after whom the Common People are ſo fond 
of forming their Actions, and fixing their Prin- 
ciples; and what exceeds all Belief, it has even 
penetrated into the Houſe of God, and attempt- 


ed to break upon that Unity of Spirit, which 
is their Badge, who, miniſter in Holy Things. 


Too too many of the Servants of the God of 
Peace have departed from that Reſpect which 


they ow'd to their Sacred Function, to themſelves 
36 who 
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who walk d before in the Houſe of God as Friends, 
and have wrangl'd ſo much about Government, 
as. to become, I am afraid, at laſt ungovernable,. 
But that nothing may be wanting to make us 
irreconcilable one to another; Infernal Names 
have been found out to perpetuate the Diviſion. 
Thoſe Names, more dangerous than the keeneſt 
Weapons, Murther the moſt Innocent, and ſtamp 
on the beſt of Men, an everlaſting Prejudice. If 
one, out of hatred for Rebellion, which God has 
declar'd to be as heinous 26 the Sin of Witchcraft, 
appears Zealous for the Prerogative; he is pre- 
ſently branded with the Name of a Tory, a Faces 
bite, and a Friend to the Pꝛetender. If another, 
willing that every one ſhould enjoy their own, 
admires, with ſome Heat, Liberty and Property, 
things truly admirable; he has not the Privilege 
of a candid Interpretation, but is forthwith de. 
clar d a Whig and a Republican, Theſe Aſperſions 
onee fixd, a Man proves a Wolf to another Man, 
and loſing all the good Opinion which he may 
deſerve, looks on him as one who 7s a Samaritan, 


e has a Devil. 


If one, out of a deep Senſe of the Danger of 
Schiſm, which certainly is a damning and waſt- 
ing Sin, exclaims againſt the Diſſenters; If he 
ſeems to wiſh for a Toleration better explain d, 
or more limited than what they have; If he 
ſpeaks or writes againſt that Execrable Piece of 
Hypocriſy, that Sacrilegious Attempt againſt the 
very Heart and Life of Religion, I mean, Occa- 
fronal Conformity ; he is then ſtyld Zigh-Church, 
not in the true and plain meaning of the Word, 
as it expreſſes one Zealous for the Church, which 
NEE OE» is 
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is a high Com̃mendation; but as they have fix'd 
on it the odious Notion of Popiſhly Affected, and 


never was in his Life at a Meeting of Diſſenters, 
but keeps the Church conſtantly, receives the Holy 
Sacrament frequently, and at his Heart honours 
the Church; it, I fay, he chances to Vote with, 
or to be voted for {4 a Diſſenter; if he does 


not grudge the Indulgence granted to tender 
Conſciences, and does not think ſit that any Man 
ſhould be Jayfd. or Fin d out of his Religion; 


what Exclamations! what Tragedies! without Li- 
berty of Appeal, ;-or-the Benefit of his Clergy, he 
is ſentenc d and declar d Lom · Charrh; that is, one 
who lives indeed in Conformity to the Church, 
but waits only for an Opportunity to deſtroy it, 
and to ſay with the Sons of Egam, Down __ it, 
_ down with it, even to the ground. 

Theſe are ſad Misfortunes to a Wiſe and Un- 
1 People as we are. But there is a 


greater behind, and which, more certainly than 


any other, portends the Ruin of all Government, 
it is the Enormous Liberty of the Preſi. We are pe- 
ſterd with a Cloud of Pamphlets, which multi- 
ply daily, and ſpread a a Contagion over the 
whole Kingdom. They are not the Wiſe, or Pru - 
dent, the Sober, or Judicious, v ho pretend to In- 
ſtruct the Nation; but a Crowd of Dull, Inſipid, 
Mercenary ſort of Writers, who, three or ſour of 
them excepted, are wholly Strangers to Senſe, 
Manners, and even good Language: By them, 
Lies and Slanders are propagated, like the Fgyp- 
tian Darkneſs, ſo thick that they may be felt; 


and Prejudices fix d in Peoples Minds, never, or 


8 | without 


of ea Cruel Perfecuting Spirit; If another, who 
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without vaſt Difficulties, to be 'remov'd. They 
have ſaid, as in the Prophet, Fſal. xii. 4. With our 
Tongues we will prevail, our Lips are our own, who is. 
Eerdover ys > They will Obſerve, Review, Rehearſe, 
Examine, ind Paults with every Body but them- 
felves; implacable as Death, they ſpare neither 
Church or State, uſe the preſent and late Miniſtry: 
as the moſt deſpicable Creatures in the World: 
Nay! that Great Man, to whoſe Victorious Arms 
ſo many ſtrong Cities have been forc'd to open their 
Gates; and who made Him Tremble, who but a lit- 
tle before kept all Earape Trembling ; That Great 
Man could not eſcape the Virulent Sarcaſms of a 
late Petulant Writer. Theſe are the true Copies of 
thoſe Infamous Originals, ſpoken of by St. PETRR; 
2 Pet. it. 10. Preſumptuous are they, ſelfwill a, 
they are not afraid to ſpeak Evil of Dignities. 
hut what is more to be lamented: than all this, 
is, that Religion and Piety are viſibly departing 
from us. That People, who once did ſeek with ſo 
much Zeal the Ordinances of Fuſtice, and took de- 
light in approaching to God, begin to grow Deaf 
to: ſober Admonit ions. I am afraid we have too 
good a Title to the Character given by St. Lute 
to the Athenians, Acts xvii. 21. Who ſpent their 
Time in nothing: elſe: but either to tell, or to hear 
ſome new thing. ©: The Tradeſman, Intoxicated with 
thoſe. cheap Syſtems of Politicks eontain d in Pen- 
ny, or Two Penny Books, neglects the Care of 
his Family; he ceaſes to be a good Husband,- as 
ſoon as he commences Stateſman; prefers the 
Coffee -Houſe to the Church, and perhaps will 
not go to the latter, but in hopes of hearing ſome 
Spruce young Preacher, who inſtead of urging 
(034077 C 2 tho 
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the ſubſtantial Duties of Religion, the Love of 
God, and that of our Neighbour, will run down 
| Whigs, or Tories, and prate of Government. 


112 the mean time what encreaſe of Atheiſm, | 


Dein, Socinianiſm, is here ſeen amongſt us Mon- 
ſters, who never were intended to be ſhelter'd 
under any Act of Toleration ! How vaſt are their 
Numbers, who in a Chriſtian Country, under 
the Dlrection of a moſt Excellent Church, in the 
very Neighbour hood, and Eye of the Magiſtrate, 


ſeldom or never reſort to it? What Profane Swear- | 
ing and Curſing, what Exceſſive Gaming and 


Drinking, what Lewdneſs rages: amongſt us? 1 
beg to know, what Government, Magiſtracy, Ru- 
lers, or Nation, can be ſafe, if ſome Remedies 


are not apply d to theſe Enormous Eri: 


And this is my laſt Conſideration, in which 


having prefurh'd: n Inſtance e! 1 will con. 


7 Tbe Firſt Fu That ide Abothingble Se! 


Whigs and Toriet, of Higb and Lom Church, be 


haniſh's without Hope of ever returning amongſt 


us. Let their Memory be ever deteſted, whoſe 


Biains contrivd, and whoſe Hands forg d that un- 
fortunate Weapon, to the Ruin of Noble Families, 


the: ſeparating the beſt Friends, and keeping up 


etdieſs; Feuds arid Prejudices, eben amongſt Ex- 
ceſleht Perſons ! Oh! let God create a deep Senſe 


ot Horror tf their own Ways, in thoſe Writers 


of Characters, who have done fo much Hurt in 
their Panegy ricks and Satyrs on that Subject, and 
mis d up an Evid Spirit, which there is juſt Cauſe 
to fear, Wiſer and Abler Men. will lire be able 
0 day de The — of Chriſt himſelf has 
a ſpoken 
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ee it, and the whole World has had a con- 
ſtant Experience of the Truth and Wiſdom of the 
Maxim; A4 Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot 
tand. And let me know what can divide this 
more, and more inflame our Heat and Madneſs, 
than thoſe unhappy Diſtinctions? 
_ . Secondly, I would recommend the ſerious Read: 
ing of the Thirteenth Chapter -of the Firſt Epi- 
ſtte to the Corinthians, where we have not only 
a Divine Encomium of Charity, but alſo ſuch Ar- 
guments as prove its Obligation, and ſhew it to 
de indiſpenſible: In it we are told, that tho? 
we ſhould ſpeak as the Angels, have as many In- 
ſpirations as the Prophets, do as many Miracles 
as the Apoſtles, and be endu'd with all the Re- 
* ſolution and Conſtancy of the Martyrs; All, with- 
hk out it, will but add to our Condemnation: In 
it we are Taught, that Charity is of a believing, 
: | condeſcending, forbearing Temper : That it ad- 
Ff | mits of candid Interpretations, - excludes Bitter- 
e | nels, Clamor, Evil-ſpeaking, ' and is eaſily en- 
treated: Ir-baniſhes raſh Judgments, groundleſs 
Fears and Jealouſies, is of no Party, eſpouſes no 
Faction, but aims at the Univerſal and Particular 
Good of Mankind. Oh! that we could but be 
mate ſenſible of this! I doubt not at all, but 
that, if we would give our ſelves Leiſure to think 
and weigh Perſons, Things, Reaſons, lntereſt, in 


| 


neſt Men of: all Sides, are not at ſuch a Diſtance _ 
from one another as they ſeem to be; That in 

the main, they have much the ſame Views, and 
that notwithſtanding the Crafty Inſinuations of 


Deligning Men, the one cannot be ſuch Notori- 
Y -- 


P 


4 tolerable even Balance, it would appear, that ho- 
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ous 1 as to eſpouſe a eee nor 


the other ſuch Haters of their Country, as ever 


to bend the Knee to Popery, or Arbitrary. Power. 


Thirdly, It were to be wiſh'd, that the Laws 


againſt a nt and Prophaneneſs were put in 
Execution. Any one who is acquainted with the 
Weight and Number of theſe Laws, will admire, 


and ſa) 48. the Nations in Moſes, Deut. iv. 8. 


What Nation is there ſo great, that bas Statutes 
aud Fudgments ſo Righteous? For in them no Tran- 
ſgreſſion is left, unpuniſhd ; In them, as in God, 
there: is no Acception of Perſons ; The Great and 
Rich are as much animadverted againſt, as the 
Low and the Poor. But this Admiration is quick- 
ly ſucceeded by another, and that is, how theſe 
Laws are neglected, trampłd upon, and every 
Body aſſumes to himſelf a Right to do whatſo- 
ever ſeems good in his on Eyes. AWA KE, 
AWAKE, put on Strength, O Arm of. the Lord, 
AWA E, a in the Ancient; Days, in abe Genera- 


tions of Old; when this Nation was Famous for 


Piety towards God, Loyalty to the Crown, Zeal 


for Ava Eſtabliſh d Church, Pr obity, „ lntegri ny 7 


Sobriety, and a moſt Generous good Nature. 


Furt hiy and Laſtly, This: is oot paſt retrieving, 
and there are ſtill amongſt us the Seeds of thoſe 


Eminent Virtues... God has not yet left himſelf 


without many Witneſſes. in this Fortunate Iſland: 


The Inſerior Magiſtracy is made up of Perſons of 
Quality and Family; The Grand- Juries conſiſt of 
Gentlemen of Birth and Eſtates:; Let theſe be 
but a Law to themſelves, and 8 f 1 Wolde 
an to, be aka to all others. 109300. 386 
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No Man can complain of being puniſſid for 


not coming to Church, when it is done by a Mas 
giſtratre who is always preſent at the Divine 


Service; and will take care to call his Family 
every Sunday, and ſay to them as DAT D, 


Let us go to the Houſe of the Lord; or, as I o- 


s H UAH As for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve 


the Lord. With how great an Authority will 
he command a Drunkard to the Stocks, when 


himſelf is exactly Sober? How aſham'd: and con- 


founded will a Profane Swearer be, when he comes 
before a Juſtice of the Peace, who is altogether 


free from that Vice, and even a Stranger to all 


Paſſion? In ſhort, how Zealous will he be. for 


the good Laws of the Land, who is really ſo for 


the Laws of God? A Magiſtrate, who to his 
Eſtate and Family, to his Senſe and Capacity, 


will take care to add thoſe Exemplary and Briglit 


Virtues, muſt ſure be Obey d, I had almoſt ſaid, 
Adord ; He cannot but be Reverencd every 
where; There will be no need of Entreatics or Ap- 


plications to the Gentry, Clergy, or Yeomanry 
to follow him to Elections. Such an Intereſt as 
this, far above the mean Sollicitations of Eating 

and Drinking, will unite all Parties, command 


the whole Country, and maſter, all Oppoſitions 
whatſoever. n M 
| urge this with the more Confidence, becauſe 


this very Day that I have the Honour to ſpeak 
to You, Her Sacred Majeſty Queen A NN, the 
- Supream Ruler, under God, of theſe Kingdoms, 


mounted the Throne of her Anceſtors; a Prin- 
ceſs, who tho diſtinguiſh'd from, and above all 
the Potentates of Europe, by the man 

Ti — 


| Ib ge . 1 whe: —— of — — — hs. 
 _  'Vaſti(s-of Her Credit 3 and Abroad; 
is yet more Famous, by thi laſting: Dominion 
which ſhe has Eſtabliſni d in the Hearts of Her 
* ſhe is 2 Perpetual. Inſtance of Piety 
N Oh! et the Inferior Rulers be ſo 
n their Private Stations! Then dur Land 
REP will gre her Increaſe ;! we ſhall Taſte: the Feli 
_ a ſafe and laſtiag Peace, and God, even 
3 e his Bleſſing, Amer, for Feſus 
C'briſt ſake; to whom, with the Fate ind Holy 
SpPpirit, Three Perſons and One God, be as is moſt 
diuue, aſeribu all Hogatir and Glory, now and. for 
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